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Experimental details
The structure was solved by direct methods with the SHELXS-97 program. The hydroxyl H atom bonded to O1 was located 
Atom Site
in a di erence map and re ned freely. Other H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93 Å for phenyl and pyridine H atoms, and re ned as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for phenyl and pyridineH.
Discussion
α-hydroxycarboxylic acids such as mandelic acid are an important group of biogenic ligands [1] . These ligands take part in many fundamental biochemical processes, e.g., in the Krebs cycle (malate, citrate, isocitrate), Cory cycle (lactate), photorespiration (glycolate) and others [2] . Knowledge of the crystal structure of such α-hydroxycarboxylic acids derivatives gives us not only information about nuclearity of the complex molecule, but is important in understanding the behaviour of these compounds with respect to the mechanisms of pharmacological activities and physiological activities [3] . Therefore, we have synthesized the title compound and report its crystal structure here.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 26 H 24 N 2 NiO 6 , the coordination around the Ni II atom is approximately octahedral. The Ni atom in the title complex lies on a 2-fold axis and has a slightly distorted octahedral coordination environment, with three O atoms of two 2-hydroxy-2-phenylacetato ligands in the equatorial plane and one pyridine N atom in axial positions. The distortion from a perfect octahedral geometry was primarily a consequence of the small bite-angle of the chelating ligands, which led to acute O1-Ni-O3 and O1-Ni-N1 angles of 78.78(6)°and 87.57(8)°, respectively. In the crystal, intermolecular O-H· · · O hydrogen bonds link molecules into chains running along c axis, which seems to be very e ective in the stabilization of the crystal structure.
